



Daily Meditation 09/17/2022  
Our Age of Reckoning, continued

Good morning. 

So we're continuing our reflections on the passing of Queen Elizabeth the Second. And you recall that context in which we were meditating. And our daily meditations at the time were in the context of work. 

And I did praise her and held her up as a very hard worker for 70 years. That's a long tenure at work. Many people retire at 65 years of age, not 65 years of work! And I think she should be commended for that. 

And now, I've been a little surprised by how many people have dumped on the Queen, American people, I may say, at this time. 

And I've been trying to be balanced. So in the first couple of meditations, I talked about the Queen's virtues and accomplishment, and the rest, and also that England has obviously toned down its empire ambitions under her reign, but out of necessity, of course, it was done for them. 

But still, the English I see are very devoted to Queen Elizabeth and who she was and what she stood for: these long lines, saying their goodbyes and all the rest. I really think it's wrong of Americans to jump on the Queen at this time, or even the devotion to the monarch, if you want to put it that way. It's up to the Englanders to decide whether they want a monarchy or not, not us. And to decide what kind of monarchy it will be. And obviously, they've trimmed the sails 98% in the 20th century, so it's not as if the monarchy has much power. 

And obviously, it's going to be very different under Charles II than it was under Elizabeth. And all hell may break loose, who knows? 

But from my perspective as an American, it's really none of my business. What I tried to do in subsequent essays was to point out that there are attractions behind the monarchy that are bigger than logic and bigger than our opinions. And that there's something symbolic, metaphorical, irrational going on there. 

And we might pause and learn something from it, because there's a lot of irrational going on in American culture today and American politics and American media. But so much of it is negative. 

At least a lot of the appreciation of the Queen and her work was positive, that she represented the best of English sense of virtue and hard work. And so that's how I kind of see it. And I've just been kind of surprised to see so many vindictive comments coming my way about this. 

But thirdly, I've tried to adjust what I call the age of reckoning. And I think there's a lot of reckoning going on, whether it's reckoning around slavery in America, around the treatment of indigenous people in America, or around colonialism, and slavery, from other cultures and empires, including, of course, England. 

And of course around religion, that religion is having its day of reckoning today. And I, of course, told the story of the Pope's visit to Canada, and so forth. And so this explains a lot of the decline of religion in the west today, that people, and especially young people, are walking away, because the sins and just the hypocrisy are just too much in one's face, if you will. 

But this is what's happening. It's a sign of the times that the truth is coming out. Some of our myths are melting before our eyes, including such myths as that George Washington and Thomas Jefferson were perfect people or something. They both were slaveholders. 

And so many other myths are being challenged today. And that's what I mean by this umbrella of the age of reckoning. 

Of course, the biggest reckoning of all, as I point out in today's meditation, is Mother Earth, how we've been treating Mother Earth for centuries. 

And this reckoning has come home, hasn't it? We have the receipts in the daily news about climate change, about floods in Pakistan, and in the southern United States and the droughts in the West and the droughts of our great rivers, the Colorado River to the Rhine, to the Danube to the Thames, and the rising of the seas that is beginning in earnest. 

So it is a time of reckoning. And I think we should recognize that, it'snot just about politics. That enters the picture when we make decisions about what to do. 

But I'm just trying to point out that I think there's a heaviness in the air, a heaviness and that is because we're living in a time of reckoning. And I think this heaviness, a lot of it can be explained in that these realities, the dwindling, the melting, of so many of our institutions right before our eyes. This makes this a very unnerving time for people. 

Thank you. We'll see you tomorrow.
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